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LWVNA 

MARCHES IN 

THE 2011 

NUTLEY 

TOWNSHIP 

MEMORIAL 

DAY PARADE 

 

  

Members of the League of Women Voters assembled with the parade organizers 

and joined the township and many other local organizations to celebrate Nutley 

and to remember our brave service men and women who have served in the 

military and honored our country in war and in peace for over 200 years. This is 

an annual event for the League and we encourage members and friends of the 

League to join us in our celebration.  

***************************************************************** 

The Bulletin 

 
THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF 

THE NUTLEY AREA, since 1924 
Nutley, Clifton, Belleville, Bloomfield,  

Lyndhurst and N. Arlington 

The League of Women Voters, a non-partisan political organization, 
encourages the informed and active participation in government and 

influences public policy through education and advocacy 
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LWVNA ANNUAL MEETING :  
 
The Annual Meeting of the Nutley Area League was held June 15, 6:30 pm at the home of 

Jeanne Van Steen..  There was a light supper followed by the business meeting  

 

 

Message from the Board of Administrators 
 

We are now in to our second term of working with a Board of Administrators.  We are still 

learning to share responsibilities as well as a specific job or area of work.  Our bylaws allow 

for five administrators and we only have three.  We need more members to step forward and 

accept responsibility for a program study or a task that needs to be done.  Please support 

your League through active participation in Voter Registration, study of program and 

consensus, calls to action, observing boards, and any other activities, such as Candidate 

Forums, monitoring Condominium Elections & the Pizza Tasting Contest or marching in the 

Memorial Day Parade.  All our members are part of the Membership Committee and we ask 

you to actively participate.  Our numbers are shrinking, so we encourage each member to 

bring in a new member. Our Website is up and waiting for you to look at it and encourage 

others also.  There are links to all sorts of useful information.  Check out www.lwvna.org the 

next time you use your computer. 

 

 

Last September we awarded our first ñMaking Democracy Workò award to our Mayor, Joanne 

Cocchiola.  It was a highly successful evening and we had great publicity.  We are looking 

http://www.lwvna.org/
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forward to presenting another award in the future to someone who has made our community 

a better place and has involved others in that effort.  If you know of someone who fits our 

criteria, please let the Administrators know. 

 

Now that we are in our 91st year and 87th in Nutley, we want to continue the proud tradition 

and remain a nonpartisan political organization that encourages informed and active 

participation in government.  We are a strong voice for citizens and a force for change.  We 

need you to add your voice and actively participate. 

 

Officer Slate:  2011 ï 2013 
 
The following members have agreed to serve from 2011 ï 2013 
 

¶ Treasurer:  Sally Goodson 
 

¶ Directors:  Gwen Canfield, Florence Paterson, JoAnn Tropiano 
 
The following members are serving from 2010 ï 2012 
 

¶ Administrators:  Mary Appel, Vicki Ray and Jeanne Van Steen 
 

¶ Secretary:  Joanna Conrad 
 

¶ Directors:  Linda Casale, Pat Williams 
 
Vacancies on the Slate:  2 Administrators, 2 Directors, Nominating Committee Chair 
 

Nominations from the membership for any of the vacancies are welcome. 

Please contact a board member with any names or suggestions.  
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LWVNA Local Program 2011 -2012 
 

We will continue our Voter Service activities.  Our emphasis is on registering voters and 
encouraging them to VOTE. 
 

¶ Voter Service:  Provide materials and opportunities for citizens to learn about issue and 
candidates.  Hold Candidate Forums as needed. 

 

¶ Voter Registration:  Register voters at every opportunity; register voters at Hoffmann-
LaRoche and Quest Diagnostics as well as seek other venues. 

 

¶ Get Out The Vote:  Encourage citizens to vote, educate voters and encourage 
participation in the election process. 

 

¶ Observers:  Renew efforts to observe all major boards in Nutley and other membersô 
communities and report to the membership via the BULLETIN 

 

¶ Master Plan & Municipal Government:  Actively be involved with the revisions of the 
Master Plan and offer input during the review process.  Continue to observe the 
relationship between the Board of Commissioners, Planning Board and the Zoning Board 
of Adjustment with regard to the implementation of the Master Plan. 

 

 

 

LWVUS Program 2011 ð 2012  
 

The ñRole of the Federal Government in Public Educationò was proposed and passed at the 
biennial League of Women Voters Convention in June 2010 in Atlanta Georgia.  We are 
planning two meetings in the Fall in order to reach consensus in November on the ñRole of the 
Federal Government in Public Educationò  Our league will be studying the materials provided by 
LWVUS and sharing research and background materials with the Nutley AAUW.  The scope of 
the study, as adopted by the LWVUS Board, states: 
 

The Education Study scope is broad and includes the following areas under the role of 
the federal government in public education (preK through grade 12):  the history, funding, 
and equity issues which are addressed under the Elementary and Secondary Education 
Act, and the common core standards/assessments which are required for many federal 
grant programs but are national, not federal.  The culminating position will address only 
those issues delineated in the scope. 

   
Although the study focuses on the federal government, the original intent of the study included 
the Common Core Standards.  These were written and funded by the National Governorôs 
Association and the Council of Chief State School Officers.  Historically we have always had 
national standards written by the teaching organizations such as the National Council of 
Teachers of Math and the National Council of Teachers of English.  However, the discussion 
here will focus upon how these new standards called Common Core State Standards will be 
used by the federal government. 
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Support the League:  
Leave a legacy that guides and informs. We have to 
treasure it, use it, share it, and provide for it if we want 
democracy to flourish.  Democracy! épass it along! 
Vote and leave a legacy gift to the League. Contact the 
LWVNJ State Office today for more information or visit 
the website: www.lwvnj.org, Support the League.  

 

************************************************************ 
 

An Evening with Commissioner Tom Evans 
 
Mr. Tom Evans, Nutley Commissioner of 

Finance, spoke to the League and other 

citizens on April 21 at the Nutley Public 

Library in the second of his series of talks 

and discussions about the township budget 

and Expenses. We learned about the entire 

budget income not just the residential 

property tax income. This two part series 

was very informative. Using this new 

program format the LWVNA would like to 

help citizens to Know Your Town Offices 

and Functions. Check the LWVNA website  

Left to right, Joanna Conrad, Vicki Ray, 
Commissioner Evans, Sally Goodson, and 
Anne Lynne Eisenfelder.  

http://www.lwvnj.org/
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[ŜǘǘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƻǊΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ±ƛŎƪƛ wŀȅ 

In April, 2010, the NJ laws regarding stopping for 

pedestrians in cross walks changed. No longer 

was a moving vehicle to yield the road to a 

pedestrian in the cross walk, the vehicle must 

stop for pedestrians in the cross walk. I am 

calling this to your attention, because in Nutley 

stepping into a cross walk and thinking that a 

moving vehicle is actually going to stop is 

extremely dangerous to your health. Thank 

goodness we have crossing guards for the 

children, but the rest of us are on our own.  

My husband and I walk almost every morning in 

our neighborhood, and then cross Passaic Ave to 

walk through Memorial Park on the way home. I double checked before writing this that the posted speed 

limit on Passaic Avenue is 25 mph. The township tries occasionally to control the traffic on this busy road that 

runs from Newark and Belleville through Nutley on its way to Route 3 and beyond with those speed monitors 

parked along the street. We would have to ask Commissioner Petracco, but I can say that at the time I am on 

the street, usually between 6 and 6:30 am, nobody is traveling at the correct speed. In fact, the speed limit 

posted is something of a joke.  And the very idea of stopping to pedestrians in the cross walk is beyond a joke!  

Regularly we watch the large dump trucks bearing the name of the contractor [not from Nutley] roar down 

Passaic, usually in packs of 3-6 in rapid succession. These commercial vehicles are moving in concert with 

respect to speed with a host of cars also speeding, and none stopping for pedestrians in the crosswalks; 

actually I doubt that they even see us cowering on the curb. I do not have a radar gun; however, having been a 

driver for more than 45 years I am confident that I can say these vehicles are NOT traveling at the posted 

ǎǇŜŜŘ ƭƛƳƛǘΦ LǘΩǎ ŘŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΗ  

If Montclair can enforce this law with reminder signs in the crosswalks perhaps Nutley can follow suit?  

[ŜǘΩǎ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǎǇǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀōƛŘƛƴƎ ōȅ ǎǇŜŜŘ ƭƛƳƛǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǿǎ ŦƻǊ ǇŜŘŜǎǘǊƛŀƴǎ, for the safety of us all.  
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Best Pizza Contest Won by "Casa Turano" 

 

That's Etore Turano smiling (center) after his "Casa Turano" captured first place in this year's Pizza Challenge sponsored 
Sunday by the Nutley Jaycees. 

  

May 21, 2011 Casa Turano" captured first place for best pizza this year in the annual "Pizza 
Challenge" sponsored by the Nutley Jaycees. The group also presented awards for best pizza in 
neighboring Lyndhurst. 

The 11th annual contest was held Sunday afternoon, May 20, at the Frank A. Cocchiola Parks 
Building. Hundreds of hungry fans tasted various slices and then judged and ranked them. The final 
ballot count was overseen by members of the League of Women Voters. 

The best pizza in Lyndhurst went to Turano's Pizza Pasta Grill owned by Dave Turano. This was the 
11th. year that the Jaycees have sponsored the contest. As in the past, all donations will benefit the 
Nutley Jaycees' Scholarship Fund. 

MONEY BENEFITS SCHOLARSHIPS 

The participation of local pizzerias will ensure the success of presenting a scholarship to a graduating 
Nutley High School Senior. It also gives the pizzerias the opportunity to show off their pizza and make 
new customers. 

Members of the League of Women Voters supervised the ballot count in public, in the middle of the 
room. There was only one vote per person with each voter receiving an ink stamp on one hand. 

 

 

 

Pizza Challenge 2011  
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CONTEST 'LIGHT-HEARTED FUN' 

The Nutley Jaycees have held the Pizza Challenge for the past ten years as a light-hearted, fun way 
to raise money for scholarships. The League of Women Voters also gives a Nutley scholarship every 
year, but the LWV will not gain any financial benefit from the Pizza Challenge. 

Steering committee members for this year's Pizza Contest are Jaycee members Walter Smith and 
Michael Paolino & LWV president Jeanne Van Steen and member Sally Goodson. 

Courtesy of Phil White and NJ Hometown. 

 

Energy Versus Water Supply ð 

ôHydrofrackingõ in PA & NY could 

affect NJ !  

 

The following report, the second in a series of three, has been prepared by the LWVNJ Natural 

Resources Committee and is aimed at informing League members. 

Natural gas has been presented as a cheaper and a cleaner alternative fuel, but what is the real 

trade-off? In the 1990ôs Halliburton developed a new ñhydrofrackingò process that allowed for 

extraction of hard to reach gas trapped deep in shale and rock formations. Drilling can now be done 

horizontally, through a formation, for a mile or so -- even under towns, cities, aquifers, and lakesðand 

9 to 12 wells can be drilled from one site. 

Releasing gas from the shale involves injecting and blasting it with millions of gallons of water, sand, 

and a cocktail of chemicals, including highly toxic ones (toluene, benzene, formaldehyde etc.). The 

gas released is collected through holes drilled along the shaft and joins with 15%ï 25% of the injected 
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water as óflow backô to the surface. The rest of the water remains in the earth, no longer available for 

drinking or any future use. 

The highly toxic ñflow backô water is loaded with salts, radon and other deep earth elements including 

heavy metals (arsenic, barium, chromium, lead and others) and should be treated as highly toxic 

industrial waste. There are not, however, enough industrial sewage treatment sites to handle the 

waste currently being produced. 

The new method of fracking uses an average of 4 ½ - 5 ½ million gallons of water per 

well. Where will all this water come from? What damage might withdrawing it from 

rivers and aquifers cause? These questions have not been addressed, nor 

have those of how to protect the public from: air pollution, well casing failures, 

unintended fractures of other rock formations, migration of methane which can cause well and 

aquifer pollution, or accidental spills and leaks of toxic wastes into soils and surface water. 

Budget cutting has left states like NY and PA without even adequate regulatory staff to 

oversee this process. The construction of well pads and access roads in areas we rely upon to protect 

drinking water means forested areas are clear-cut, stormwater runoff increases, and the recharge of 

aquifers is reduced. The landscape is industrialized with a grid of well pads to provide optimum 

access to the gas deposits. Gas companies so far have been reluctant to accept the responsibility for 

road repairs or the pollution of drinking water supplies.  

This process has spread to 34 states. After the Bush Cheney Energy Act of 2005 excluded 

óhydrofrackingô from having to comply with the Clean Water Act, Clean Air Act, Safe Drinking Water 

Act, and Superfund Act, a virtual ñGas Rushò ensued. Companies are aggressively pushing to obtain 

mineral rights and drilling permits to begin extraction in the northeast and, increasingly, foreign 

countries like Russia & China are major investors. 

The watershed of the Delaware River in PA and NY is targeted for 32,500 to 54,000 new wells.* A 

project to extend and expand a pipeline across óprotected 

landô areas of northern NJ is under way to pipe Marcellus 

gas across NJ. Some gas companies still want to build 

liquefied natural gas facilities off the New Jersey shore. 

According to ñAmerican Riversò 2010 Report, the 

Delaware River is the most endangered river in the U.S., 

due to the threat of impacts from natural gas extraction on 

it, and thus on the drinking water of 15 million residents in 

DE, NY, PA, and NJ (where one-third of our residents depend on this source for drinking water). 

There is currently a moratorium in place, but the Delaware River Basin Commission (established to 

protect the quality and quantity of the water and of the Wild and Scenic Delaware) is considering 

adopting Rules to allow this process soon. The LWVNJ opposes these Rules as the DRBC did not 
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wait for scientific and cumulative impact studies to be completed first. Also, the gas industry has yet to 

find a safe way to deal with the wastes that are produced. Officials need to understand that the NJ 

Water Supply Master Plan makes no provision for supplying water to the one-third of NJ residents 

relying on the Delaware if it is compromised. Once humans ingest, or are exposed to toxins and 

endocrine disruptors, the damage is done. This is a public health issue. 

In Congress the Fracturing Responsibility and Awareness of Chemicals (FRAC) Act has been 

reintroduced and would bring the hydrofracking industry back under the purview of the EPA. It is clear 

that there is a need for more study and regulation of this industry before this can be considered a safe 

way to obtain natural gas. 

© 2011 League of Women Voters of New Jersey 
For More Information 
Google ñGaslandò to obtain the video ñGaslandò. 
See www.ProPublica.org for investigative reporting on this topic. 
See www.thetimes-tribune.com/news/gas-drilling for a 6 month series of articles on this topic. 
See the NYTimes for its series called ñDrilling Downò at 
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/us/series/drilling_down/index.html 
To learn more and take action visit http://www.delawareriverkeeper.org/act-now/index.asp 

Paper or Plastic? 
By Joanna Conrad 
 
Let us consider the implications of using paper or plastic.  The use of plastic bags (for 

groceries) has been banned in many places.  These bags are petroleum based 

products and are likely to end up in landfills or floating around in the air 

until the end of time because they do not break downðthey are totally 

inert.  The holes in the plastic handles can get caught around the necks 

of birds and other animals and even cause their demise.  Okay, then we 

certainly do not want to use plastic unless it cannot be avoided.  What 

about paper?  Paper decomposes and returns to the earth.  Yes, most 

paper does disintegrate in a rather short time.  However, the bags from the supermarket take 

decades to return to the earth in a natural state and while the paper is trying to do that, it is 

emitting methane gas.  However, the most important reason for avoiding those brown bags, 

in my opinion, is the enormous amount of water used in making them in the first place.   

Water is our most important resource.  We take it for granted. It is a resource we should think 

about every time we turn on the faucet. (The Kingdom of Bahrain will run out of water in 

fifteen years.)  It is more than likely man will find a substitute for petroleum, but it is highly 
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unlikely he will be able to find a way to create water which is necessary for life.  (Yes, there 

are ways we can make water but they all have catastrophic consequences. 

So what can we do?  It is really quite simple.  Make a 

concentrated effort not to leave the lightweight reusable bags 

at home or on the backseat of the car.  Remember to take 

them with you when you shop.  There is an added plus to 

doing this.  It is so much easier to carry your purchases into 

your house with them.   

 

********************************************************* 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LWVNJ 

Fall Forum and Workshops  

 

Education - Accountability in a New 

Landscape  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
SAVE THE DATE! 

SEPTEMBER 24, 2011 
 
 

Location: PSEG Training Center, 234 Pierson Ave, Edison 

 

Time: 9:00 am - 3:30 pm (time may change slightly) 

 

Information about speakers, registration, and workshop 

options: tba. 
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SAVE THE DATE FOR THE LWVNA SEPTEMBER DINNER AND 

 MAKING DEMOCRACY WORK AWARD 

SEPTEMBER 26 OR 27, 2011 

WE NEED YOUR SMILING FACES AND SCINTILLATING CONVERSATION 

TO HELP US TO KICK OFF OUR 2011-2012 PROGRAM YEAR AND 

CELEBRATE OUR NEW MDW RECIPIENT-STAY TUNED FOR MORE 

DETAILS TO FOLLOW! 
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Anne Lynne Eisenfelder helps carry the banner behind the 

LWVNA car during the Nutley Memorial Day Parade.  

 
Join the LWVNA  today! 
 

Contact  

Jeanne Van Steen: jvansteen@verizon.net 
¶ Single Member dues are $60.00; and  

¶ a Household Membership (2 members in the 
same household) is $80.00   

¶ A student membership is $25.00.   

¶ We welcome donations for NJ Citizen's Guide 
to Government; and of course, a contribution is a bonus!!   

  
Make checks payable to LWV - Nutley Area, and mail to Sally Goodson, 203 Whitford, Nutley, NJ 
07110.  

 

League of Women Voters of the Nutley Area 
c/o Vicki Ray 
296 Nutley Ave 
Nutley, NJ 07110-2436 
 

The Bulletin is published by the  League of Women 

Voters of the Nutley Area  6 times each program year:  
 

Board of Administrators,2008-2010: 

Mary Appel 973-667-1430 

Vicki Ray 973-667-9654 

Jeanne Van Steen 973-667-5239 

Directors:  

Joanna Conrad, secretary; 973-667-8290 

Sally Goodson, treasurer; 973-235-1830 

Pat Williams, membership and nominating committee; 

Gwen Canfield, finance:  973-661-0416 

JoAnn Tropiano, web site development and PR 

Jeanne Van Steen, voter service 

Florence Paterson, programs 

Mary Appel, programs   

Linda Casale, natural resources and environment. 

 

http://by117w.bay117.mail.live.com/mail/EditMessageLight.aspx?MailTo=%22Jeanne%20Van%20Steen%22%20%3cjvansteen%40verizon.net%3e&n=750586078

